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understanding, military action should become necessary, it
should be arranged for by a special military convention.
This agreement was communicated to Emperor William
who gave his adhesion to it on October 22, 1873. In this
way came into being the so-called League of the Three
Emperors.6
Germany, as a result of her recent victories and her large
army, was the strongest of the three Powers. And of the
three ministers—Gorchakov, Andrassy and Bismarck—
the last was by far the ablest in grasping the European
situation as a whole, in seeing what the political interests of
his neighbors were, and in being willing to recognize and
bargain on the basis of these interests. The natural result
was that the guiding spirit of the League was the German
Chancellor. He used its influence to preserve the peace
of Europe, and incidentally to prevent France from form-
ing any coalition or seeking revenge against Germany. This
at first was not difficult. Italy followed the lead of the three
Emperors. England was still holding to her traditional
policy of splendid isolation. France was too exhausted and
too occupied with domestic political problems to think of
disturbing the peace.
But in 1875, the harmony of the League was seriously
ruffled. Gorchaiov's vanity made it difficult for him to
play second fiddle to Bismarck. With personal inclinations
toward France, which were not shared by the Tsar, he
listened to anti-German reports of his representatives at
Berlin, Belgrade and Constantinople. He came into con-
flict with Bismarck over a Montenegrin affair and over the
question of the rank to be enjoyed by Rosen, the German
Consul General at Belgrade. Bismarck feared, with reason,
that Gorchakov might influence the Tsar against Germany
and thus weaken the League of the Three Emperors. He
therefore sent Radowitz to St. Petersburg to take the
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